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Together, we continue to
. strengthen the voice of people
living with liver disease
across Europe.
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Small Steps, Big Changes!- Fueling your Liver: The Nutrition Episode
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Dr Stan Driessen

Dr Willy Theel
Small Steps Big Changes-Beyond Weight loss: The Science of Movement and Liver Health in MASLD & MASH

Prof. Dr. Manuel Romero Gomez
The Importance of Healthy Lifestyle for Liver Patients

Prof. Shira Zelber-Sagi
Food, Health and Real Life

Prof. Dr. van Rossum
Understanding the Obesity-MASLD Link

Understanding the obesity-Insights from lived experiences

Josip Kresovi¢
Breaking the Habit

Integrating Real-World Data into EMA and EU/National HTA

ICONIC Voices - Listening as Science: Building Meaningful Advocacy in Liver Health



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oVQoPAvzOo0&t=147s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oVQoPAvzOo0&t=147s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aSmg9FI-niQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aSmg9FI-niQ&t=3144s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ijmOyxhCO1g&t=36s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ijmOyxhCO1g&t=36s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nF5UIPIioAM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nF5UIPIioAM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fYXC9VZJc2U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fYXC9VZJc2U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fYXC9VZJc2U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=33enQtDHs5M&t=66s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=33enQtDHs5M&t=66s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q2XfvoWmMqU&list=PLuzwGvXYiUp6tiVdnfkxHQNB3SucyjaGz&index=11&t=9s&pp=iAQB
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y7OgWRhn8TA&t=5s

ELPA Screening Tour - France, Cyprus and Germany

As part of the European Liver Screening Tour 2026, France hosted the first stops of ELPA’s major awareness and prevention
initiative aimed at promoting early detection of liver disease across Europe. The French leg of the tour took place in
Charleville from April 16-19, 2026, offering free, non-invasive liver health screenings to the public and raising awareness
about the growing burden of liver disease. The initiative, organised by the European Liver Patients’ Association (ELPA) in
collaboration with the local association SOS Hépatite Champagne-Ardenne, forms part of a wider European campaign
travelling across six countries in 2026.

The second stop was in Cyprus, from May 7-11, 2026, during the country's Presidency of the Council of the European
Union. Organised in collaboration with the ELPA member Promitheas, the event in Cyprus received strong institutional
support, including the participation of the Minister of Health and Member of the European Parliament Hadjipantela, whose
presence underscored the growing recognition of liver health as a public health priority at both national and European
levels.

The Miinster stop of the ELPA Liver Screening Tour (June 9 to 11, 2026) marked the third stop of the 2026 tour in Germany,
following successful activities in France and Cyprus. Organised by ELPA in close partnership with Universitatsklinikum
Minster (UKM) and its hepatology team, the screening activities combined early detection with practical education on liver
disease prevention, risk factors, and healthy lifestyles.

In each country, media coverage highlighted strong public engagement, with healthcare professionals, patient advocates,
and volunteers supporting screening activities and educational outreach. The Screening Tour also reinforces ELPA’s broader
advocacy efforts calling for liver health to become an integral part of European prevention strategies.



EDPA EPF 2026 Annual General Meeting

European Liver
Patients’ Association

The European Patients’ Forum (EPF) held its 2026 Annual General Meeting (AGM) on April 18, 2026 in Brussels,
gathering representatives from patient organisations across Europe to discuss the future of patient advocacy,
healthcare resilience, and organisational leadership.

A major highlight of this year’s AGM was the appointment of Valentina Strammiello as Executive Director of EPF,
following her interim leadership period. The appointment reflects EPF’s continued commitment to strengthening
patient-centred advocacy and reinforcing the role of patients in shaping European health policy.

During the meeting, members reviewed EPF’s strategic priorities for the coming years, focusing on:

* equitable access to healthcare,

* medicine shortages,

* prevention and early detection,

* digital health and Al integration,

* mental health burden of chronic diseases,

* and stronger collaboration among patient organisations across Europe.

The AGM also marked an important step in the development of EPF’s upcoming Strategic Plan 2027-2031, with
member organisations contributing recommendations for the organisation’s future vision and mission. Consultations
and drafting activities are expected to continue throughout 2026.

European
Patients
Forum




“ I World Hepatitis Summit 2026

The World Hepatitis Summit (WHS) 2026 took place from April 28-30, 2026 in Bangkok, Thailand, bringing together global
health experts, policymakers, clinicians, civil society organisations, and patient advocates to accelerate progress toward
hepatitis elimination.

Organised by the World Hepatitis Alliance, the summit focused on the theme “Elimination for everyone, everywhere, right

now!” and highlighted the urgent need for stronger political commitment and patient-centred action.

ELPA was strongly represented at the summit, with many members and representatives attending sessions, networking
events, and advocacy discussions alongside international stakeholders. The active participation of ELPA members once again
demonstrated the organisation’s commitment to ensuring that the patient voice remains central in global hepatitis and liver
health policies.

A special highlight was the poster presentation delivered by Ivana Dragojevi¢, ELPA Vice-President and Treasurer, who
presented her work and advocacy efforts in the field of liver disease prevention and patient engagement. Ivana
Dragojevic¢ is widely recognised for her longstanding contribution to hepatitis advocacy and patient representation at
both European and international level.

The summit provided an important platform for discussing:

* viral hepatitis elimination strategies,

* equitable access to testing and treatment,

* liver cancer prevention,

* integration of hepatitis services into healthcare systems,

* and the importance of community-led and patient-driven approaches.

With fewer than five years remaining to achieve the WHO hepatitis elimination targets, WHS 2026 reinforced the need for
stronger collaboration between governments, healthcare professionals, and patient organisations.



On April 30, 2026, the European Association for the Study of the Liver (EASL) officially launched the EASL—Lancet
Commission 2.0 in Brussels under the title “From Evidence to Impact: Implementing Sustainable Liver Health in Europe.”

The high-level event brought together policymakers, clinicians, researchers, economists, patient organisations, and public
health leaders to discuss how scientific evidence can be translated into concrete policy action for liver health across
Europe.

The launch focused on the growing burden of liver disease in Europe and the urgent need for stronger prevention, early
detection, and integrated care strategies. The Commission builds on the first EASL—Lancet report published in 2021 and
aims to accelerate implementation of its recommendations at both EU and national levels.

The new Commission report presents updated evidence showing that liver disease remains one of the few major non-
communicable diseases still increasing across Europe. According to the report, cirrhosis and liver cancer are responsible
for nearly 780 deaths every day in the WHO European Region, while liver cancer mortality has increased by more than
50% since 2000.

ELPA played an important role in the discussions, reinforcing the patient perspective and advocating for faster
implementation of policies that improve outcomes for people living with liver disease. Speaking during the launch
activities, ELPA President Marko Korenjak stressed the importance of moving “from words to action” to ensure earlier
diagnosis and equitable care for patients across Europe.
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New publication from the GRIPonMASH consortium

The consortium just published an article on care pathways for Metabolically Dysregulated Steatotic Liver Disease
(MASLD).

This state-of-the-art review highlights current approaches to improving patient identification and management, and
underscores the importance of more streamlined, evidence-based strategies to support clinical decision-making. As MASLD
continues to rise globally, advancing effective and scalable care pathways will be key to improving outcomes. to
explore the review and key insights.


https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC13000678/

GRIPonMASH Annual Meetlng 2026
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The Annual Meeting 2026 successfully concluded in Rome, Italy, brlnglng together consortium partners for |
two days of productive exchange, scientific discussion, and cross-disciplinary collaboration focused on advancing innovation
in MASLD/MASH research. Held on April 16-17, 2026, the meeting gathered experts and stakeholders from across the
consortium to review progress achieved during the project’s third year and strengthen alignment on the next phases of
implementation. The event provided an important platform for consortium-wide reflection and coordination across all work

packages. Discussions covered a broad range of topics, including:

* early detection and screening strategies,

* biomarker development,

* decision-support tools,

* patient-centred approaches,

* digital innovation,

* and integrated pathways for MASLD/MASH management.

The strong engagement and collaborative spirit demonstrated throughout the meeting reflected the strength of the
GRIPonMASH multidisciplinary partnership and its shared commitment to addressing the growing burden of metabolic
dysfunction-associated steatotic liver disease (MASLD) and metabolic dysfunction-associated steatohepatitis (MASH).

Partners highlighted the importance of maintaining a coherent and coordinated approach as the project moves forward,
ensuring that scientific advances are translated into practical tools and solutions capable of improving patient outcomes and
supporting healthcare systems across Europe.


https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=dace92d7d08808df5f96cff5853db58f1a982b480a9c9d77432ca2b7b13da709JmltdHM9MTc4Mzk4NzIwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=05aa181a-e6f2-6ea9-09ca-0cb1e7796f21&psq=gripon+mash&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9ncmlwb25tYXNoLmV1Lw
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Alongside the EASL Congress 2026 in Barcelona from 27-30 May 2026, ELPA successfully held its Annual General Meeting
(AGM) and a series of dedicated training sessions, bringing together patient advocates and member organisations from
across Europe to strengthen collaboration, build capacity, and advance the patient voice in hepatology.

The AGM provided an important opportunity for ELPA members to review ongoing activities, discuss strategic priorities,
and reinforce joint efforts to improve the lives of people living with liver diseases. Delegates exchanged experiences,
shared best practices, and explored new opportunities for collaboration across Europe. The meeting also welcomed a
new member organization, the Alphal MZ Foundation from the Netherlands, further strengthening ELPA's growing
network and representation of liver patients across the continent.

A key component of the Barcelona programme was a series of educational training sessions designed to empower patient
representatives with the latest scientific knowledge and advocacy tools. Participants attended an in-depth training on
the evolving role of GLP-1 receptor agonists in hepatology, exploring their impact on obesity, metabolic dysfunction-
associated steatotic liver disease (MASLD), and the future of integrated liver care. In addition, a dedicated session
focused on Alpha-1 Antitrypsin Deficiency (Alpha-1), highlighting the challenges faced by people living with this rare
genetic liver disease. The programme also featured an interactive workshop dedicated to the ICONIC Project, where
participants contributed to the validation of patient skills and competencies developed through the project.



New Publication Highlights the Importance of “Listening-
Informed Policies” in Population Health

A new viewpoint article published in Health Expectations explores how lived patient experience can become a stronger and
more structured form of evidence in health policy and prevention strategies.

Titled “
” the publication was developed in collaboration between researchers from the University of Pavia, the
Catholic University of the Sacred Heart, and the European Liver Patients’ Association (ELPA).

The article introduces the concept of Listening-Informed Policies (LIP), arguing that listening to patients and communities
should go beyond consultation and become an integral part of evidence-based health governance. Using liver health as a
practical example, the authors demonstrate how patient experiences can help identify barriers to prevention, stigma,
delayed diagnosis, and inequalities in access to care.

The publication also highlights ELPA’s contribution in translating lived experiences into policy-relevant insight, particularly in
advocating for the inclusion of MASLD within broader cardiovascular and prevention strategies at EU level.

Co-authored by Serena Barello, Michela Monaci, Sarah Bigi, Beatrice Credi, and Marko Korenjak, the paper reinforces the
growing recognition of patient organisations as key partners in shaping more equitable, responsive, and effective healthcare
policies.


https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/hex.70696
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/hex.70696

EASL Congress 2026
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ELPA actively participated in EASL Congress 2026, held in Barcelona, Spain, from May 27-30, 2026.

As Europe's leading congress dedicated to liver health, the event brought together thousands of healthcare professionals,
researchers, industry partners, policymakers, and patient advocates from around the world to discuss the latest advances in
hepatology and liver disease care. Throughout the congress, ELPA reinforced the importance of ensuring that the patient
perspective remains at the centre of research, policy development, and clinical practice. The event provided valuable
opportunities to engage with key stakeholders across the liver community, strengthen existing collaborations, and
contribute to discussions on improving outcomes for people living with liver diseases. A particular highlight was the active
involvement of ELPA representatives in congress activities and stakeholder discussions, demonstrating the growing
recognition of patients as essential partners in liver health research and care. Through these exchanges, ELPA continued to
advocate for better prevention, earlier diagnosis, equitable access to treatment, and improved quality of life for patients
across Europe.
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European Congress on Obesity 2026

ELPA was pleased to participate in the 33rd European Congress on Obesity (ECO 2026), held in Istanbul, Tlrkiye, from May
12-15, 2026.

ECO is Europe's leading scientific congress dedicated to obesity research, prevention, and management, bringing together
healthcare professionals, researchers, policymakers, and patient representatives from across the continent. During the
congress, ELPA presented a poster highlighting the achievements and impact of the European Liver Screening Week 2025
campaign. The poster attracted considerable interest from congress participants, providing an opportunity to discuss the
importance of integrating liver health into broader obesity prevention and management strategies. As obesity and
metabolic-associated liver disease continue to represent major public health challenges, ELPA's participation at ECO 2026
reinforced the need for multidisciplinary collaboration and early screening initiatives to improve patient outcomes. The
congress highlighted the growing recognition that liver health is an essential component of comprehensive obesity care.



1 ' e e

FOR STEATOTIC Sheamay

On May 21, 2026, ELPA participated in a high-level policy event held in Geneva on the sidelines of the 79th World
Health Assembly (WHA79).

The event, "Together for Steatotic Liver Disease — The Hidden NCDs: SLD as the Next Global Public Health
Priority," was co-hosted by the Global Liver Institute (GLI) and the Egyptian Ministry of Health and Population,

' bringing together Ministers of Health, government representatives, international organisations, clinicians,

researchers, civil society leaders, and patient advocates from around the world. ELPA was represented by its
Director, Milan Mishkovikj, who joined discussions on the growing global burden of Steatotic Liver Disease
(SLD) and the urgent need to strengthen prevention, early diagnosis, and access to care. The event provided an
important platform to ensure the patient perspective was reflected in international policy discussions and to
highlight the real-life impact of liver disease on millions of people worldwide. The meeting took place at a historic
moment for the liver community. The dialogue was organised in support of the draft resolution on Steatotic Liver
Disease that was under consideration by Member States during the World Health Assembly. Participants explored
how global commitments could be translated into concrete national actions, including the integration of liver
health into national non-communicable disease (NCD) strategies, improved screening programmes, and stronger
public awareness initiatives. The adoption of the WHO Resolution on Steatotic Liver Disease later during the
Assembly marked a major milestone for liver health advocacy. For the first time, SLD was formally recognised
within the global NCD framework, acknowledging its strong links with obesity, diabetes, cardiovascular disease,
and other metabolic conditions. The resolution calls on governments to strengthen prevention, early detection,
surveillance, and integrated care pathways while promoting research and health system preparedness.
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DECISION Project:
Discover the Full Video
Series on Key Research
Findings

(® watcH Now,

The DECISION project has successfully completed and published a new video
series presenting some of its key research findings in an accessible and
engaging format.

Developed with contributions from researchers across the consortium, the
series translates complex scientific results into short videos aimed at
clinicians, general practitioners, researchers, and interested members of the
public. The series includes expert contributions on topics such as single-cell
. insights in liver disease, DNA methylation in cirrhosis progression, translational
DECISION PrOJECt animal models for MASLD/MASH, extracellular vesicles in acute liver
Publishes New Video decompensation, emergency granulopoiesis in liver failure, and the ClustALL
Series on Key approach to stratifying patients with decompensated cirrhosis. By making these
Research Findines findings available in a clear and concise video format, DECISION strengthens the
g communication of research beyond the academic community and supports
knowledge sharing among healthcare professionals, researchers, and wider

audiences.

The full playlist is available


https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLO8jG2hfQd30aFzpC0K8tnCStplYKwMoa
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ELPA participated in the HL4EU Final Conference — Advancing Cross-Sector Collaboration for a Healthier Europe, held at the
European Parliament Info Hub in Brussels on May 4, 2026. |

The event marked the conclusion of the Erasmus+ funded Healthy Lifestyles for Europe (HL4EU) project, in which ELPA
was a partner with organisations from the health, physical activity, mobility, patient, and community sectors. The
conference was the occasion to present the project's achievements and discuss future pathways for cross-sector
collaboration. A key outcome of the event was the launch of the HL4EU Policy Recommendations, developed through
extensive research, analysis of good practices from across Europe, and stakeholder engagement activities. Throughout the
conference, speakers highlighted the importance of integrating health promotion, physical activity, and disease prevention
into wider public policies. Presentations showcased findings from the project's database of 136 good practices, explored
barriers and enablers to collaboration across sectors, and examined how evidence can be translated into effective policy
action. As the voice of liver patients in Europe, ELPA welcomed the project's strong emphasis on prevention and health
literacy. Liver diseases share many common risk factors with other non-communicable diseases, including obesity, metabolic
disorders, and unhealthy lifestyles. Strengthening health literacy and empowering citizens to make informed health
decisions are essential components of effective prevention strategies and improved health outcomes. ELPA is proud to
have contributed to the discussions and looks forward to building on the project's legacy by continuing to advocate for
stronger health literacy, healthier lifestyles, and better outcomes for people living with liver diseases across Europe.



HTA Stakeholder Network Meeting

Health Technolo Assese
Stakeholder 4 .

Network meeting

23 June 2026

On June 23, 2026, ELPA participated in the HTA Stakeholder Network Meeting organised by the European Commission in
Brussels.

The meeting brought together stakeholder organisations to discuss the ongoing implementation of the EU Health
Technology Assessment Regulation and its impact on patients, healthcare professionals, HTA bodies, and health systems.
According to the 2026 HTA Annual Work Programme, the Stakeholder Network will continue to support dialogue with the
HTA Coordination Group, including through two face-to-face meetings in June and October. For ELPA, the meeting was an
important opportunity to underline the need for meaningful patient involvement in EU-level HTA processes, particularly
in joint clinical assessments and joint scientific consultations. Ensuring that patient perspectives are included early,
consistently, and transparently is essential to make assessments more relevant to real-life needs and to support timely
and equitable access to innovation. ELPA will continue to contribute to the HTA Stakeholder Network, advocating for
stronger patient engagement, clearer processes for identifying and involving patient experts, and recognition of lived
experience as an essential part of evidence-based decision-making.
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From June 24-26, 2026, ELPA participated in the Cancer Patients Europe (CPE) Annual Meeting in Brussels, held under the
theme "Protecting and Improving Europe's Cancer Care Model in a Changing World."

The three-day event brought together cancer patient organisations, policymakers, clinicians, researchers, industry
representatives, and European institutions to discuss the future of cancer care and strengthen patient-centred policies
across Europe. The meeting opened with an Institutional Policy Event at the European Committee of the Regions, focusing
on the role of regional authorities in reducing inequalities in access to cancer care across Europe. This was followed by the
CPE Annual Conference, which explored key policy priorities including clinical trials, equitable access to cancer care,
personalised medicine, shared decision-making, innovation, and the implementation of major EU health initiatives such
as the HTA Regulation and the Pharmaceutical Strategy. The event concluded with the CPE Annual General Assembly,
where members reviewed the organisation's activities, governance, and strategic priorities for the coming years. For ELPA,
participation provided an important opportunity to strengthen collaboration with fellow European patient organisations
and contribute to discussions on integrated care, prevention, equitable access to innovation, and meaningful patient
involvement in health policy. As liver disease and cancer share many common risk factors—including metabolic dysfunction,
obesity, viral hepatitis, and alcohol-related harm—ELPA continues to advocate for liver health to be fully integrated into
Europe's broader cancer prevention and care agenda. Strengthening collaboration across disease areas remains essential to
improving health outcomes and ensuring that patient voices continue to shape European healthcare policies.
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ELPA representatives took part in the 20th Anniversary of the European Medicines Agency's (EMA) Patients' and
Consumers' Working Party (PCWP), on June 30, 2026, celebrating two decades of structured patient engagement in the g

European medicines regulatory system.

The anniversary event reflected on the achievements of patient involvement in medicines regulation and looked ahead ‘
to the future of meaningful collaboration among regulators, patients, healthcare professionals, and other
stakeholders. The celebration formed part of the broader PCWP/HCPWP meeting held on 30 June-1 July 2026, bringing
together patient organisations, healthcare professionals, EMA leadership, and representatives of the Agency's scientific
committees to discuss the next generation of patient engagement in medicines development and regulation. ELPA was
proud to be represented at this milestone event, reaffirming its long-standing commitment to ensuring that the lived
experience of people living with liver disease continues to shape regulatory decision-making and the development of
safe, effective, and patient-centred medicines across Europe.
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The Prevention Village represented an important evolution of ELPA's commitment to bringing liver health directly to

From June 1 to 5, 2026, the European Liver Patients' Association (ELPA) transformed the Esplanade of the European
Parliament in Brussels into a vibrant hub for health promotion with the ELPA Liver Disease Prevention Village.

citizens. Rather than waiting for people to seek healthcare, ELPA brought prevention into one of Europe's busiest public
spaces, creating a unique environment where science, policy, healthcare professionals, patient organisations, and the public

came together around one shared goal: preventing liver disease before it is too late. Throughout the five-day event, visitors
had the opportunity to receive free, non-invasive liver health assessments, learn about the major risk factors for liver
disease, and speak directly with healthcare professionals and patient advocates. The initiative also provided practical advice
on healthy lifestyles, early detection, and when to seek medical follow-up, helping to improve health literacy while reducing
the stigma that still surrounds liver disease. The Prevention Village reflected the growing recognition that liver health
cannot be addressed in isolation. Liver disease is closely linked with obesity, diabetes, cardiovascular disease, kidney
disease, cancer, and viral hepatitis. To illustrate these connections, ELPA created an interactive prevention pathway in
collaboration with a multidisciplinary network of partners. Visitors moved through six themed stations dedicated to liver
screening (Liver4lLife), body composition (ELPA), diabetes prevention (International Diabetes Federation Europe — IDF
Europe), cardiovascular disease prevention (Federacion Espafiola del Higado), cancer prevention (Cancer Patients
Europe), and viral hepatitis testing (SOS Hépatites Champagne-Ardenne). Together, these organisations demonstrated that
protecting liver health requires an integrated approach to preventing and managing non-communicable diseases, with
patients, healthcare professionals, and policymakers working side by side. The timing of the event was particularly
significant. Just days earlier, WHO Member States had adopted a landmark Resolution on reducing the global burden of liver
disease, reinforcing the urgent need to prioritise liver health within the wider non-communicable disease agenda. At the
European level, ELPA continues to advocate for liver health to be fully integrated into key policy initiatives, including the
upcoming EU Safe Hearts Plan and Europe's Beating Cancer Plan.
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High-Level Event: Liver Health in the EU Public Health Agenda: Acting
Earlier to Prevent Cardio-Renal-Hepatic-Metabolic Diseases - The Case of

MASLD

On June 3, 2026, ELPA convened a high-levizl?olicy roundtable at the European Parliament in Brussels.

The event brought together policymakers, patient leaders, clinicians, researchers, international organisations, and public
health experts to advance the integration of liver health into Europe's non-communicable disease (NCD) agenda. Hosted by
MEP Nikos Papandreou (S&D, Greece) and MEP Michalis Hadjipantela (EPP, Cyprus), the event focused on the growing
burden of metabolic dysfunction-associated steatotic liver disease (MASLD) and its close links with cardiovascular, renal,
and metabolic diseases. Entitled "Liver Health in the EU Public Health Agenda: Acting Earlier to Prevent Cardio-Renal-
Hepatic-Metabolic Diseases — The Case of MASLD", the discussion highlighted the urgent need to recognise liver disease as
a public health priority rather than a condition managed solely within hepatology. Participants stressed that MASLD is often
the first visible sign of broader metabolic dysfunction, providing a unique opportunity for earlier intervention before
complications develop. The roundtable was deliberately aligned with key international and European policy developments,
including the recently adopted WHO Resolution on Steatotic Liver Disease (SLD) and the emerging European Safe Heart
Plan, reinforcing the importance of integrated approaches across liver, cardiovascular, renal, and metabolic health.
Throughout the discussions, speakers emphasised that prevention, early detection, and multidisciplinary care should
become central pillars of future EU health policies. The programme featured four thematic panels covering the full patient
pathway—from prevention and risk identification to integrated care and policy implementation. Contributions came from
representatives of the World Health Organization Regional Office for Europe, the European Association for the Study of the
Liver (EASL), IDF Europe, United European Gastroenterology (UEG), leading academic institutions, healthcare professionals,
and patient organisations. Topics included community-based screening, primary care pathways, integrated management of
cardio-renal-hepatic-metabolic diseases, and the translation of scientific evidence into effective public health policy.
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On June 18-19, 2026, ELPA participated in the LEOPARD Second Annual Meeting, joining partners from across Europe to
review progress and shape the next phase of this Horizon Europe research project dedicated to improving liver
transplantation through artificial intelligence.

Over two days of intensive discussions and collaborative working sessions, consortium partners assessed achievements
across the project and aligned on the roadmap for the months ahead. Key topics included data harmonisation, multimodal
analytics, predictive modelling, OMICs integration, radiomics, clinical validation, and strategies to ensure high-quality data
for future implementation. The meeting also highlighted the importance of stakeholder and patient engagement
throughout the research process. As the patient organisation representing people living with liver disease across Europe,
ELPA continues to play a key role in ensuring that patients' perspectives help shape the development of innovative tools and
future clinical applications. The LEOPARD project aims to harness artificial intelligence to improve decision-making in liver
transplantation, supporting more accurate patient prioritisation and ultimately contributing to better transplant outcomes
across Europe. The productive discussions in Valencia reinforced the value of multidisciplinary collaboration between
clinicians, researchers, technology developers, and patient organisations. Together, the consortium established a clear
roadmap for the coming months, bringing the project one step closer to translating cutting-edge research into real
benefits for patients awaiting liver transplantation. More on the project


https://www.leopard-project.eu/

E L PA ARTEMIS layperson event

European Liver
Patients’ Association

The ARTEMIS EU Project was proudly presented to ELPA members at the EASL Congress 2026, sparking engaging
discussions about its objectives, innovations, and the future of Digital Twins in liver healthcare.

The patient perspective emerged as a key focus, generating many insightful questions from participants. A special
ELPA-organized event featured outstanding presentations from leading experts, including Prof. Irene Vignon-Clementel
(Inria), a pioneer in Digital Human Twins, Dr. Raluca Pais (Pitié-Salpétriere Hospital, Paris), and Prof. Juan Manuel
Pericas (Vall d'Hebron University Hospital). The event was moderated by ELPA President Marko Korenjak. More on the
project

(@ NARTEMIS



https://artemis-euproject.eu/

E L PA Clinical Trial databases
. NEW on ELPA Website!

Easily Understood

c Curewiki


https://elpa.eu/search-for-liver-diseases-trials-using-clinicaltrials-eu/
https://elpa.eu/the-patient-voice-database/

Patiente: Assnciation ELPA on social Media

Top 10 Influential

_ @Europeliver 100

427 @EASLnews 71

Y @AEEHLiver 71

@GLOBOCAN GCO 70

e @dice _europe 61

The Numbers )

@EASLedy s0

40035M i @jturnesy s9
8,093 @BCLC groyp 57

’l ,849 @%jﬂ( 56
11 2EU Health 56

4 Avg Tweets/Participant

Twitter data from the




European Liver Patients’ Association € @Europeliver - 19 Apr & BT
¥ @W This #WorldLiverDay, it’s time to turn awareness into action.

CANCER
JPATIENTS E wA ;
EUROPE European Liver

Patients' Association

While ELPA’s “Small Steps, Big Changes™ podcast empowers you with
expert knowledge, we're also taking prevention directly to the people.

or

W

&30 1 ), the #EuropeanLiver
free

Show more

g i@ @

SMALL STEPS, BIG CHANGES TALKS

Tune in to ELPA’s “Small Steps, Big Changes™ podcast series,
where we share knowledge, support and empower patient
communities-because solid habits bulld a strong liver!

-
&
e

Drx. Willy Thool MPA Ssan Driaxsan MD

[

eningTour is on the ground—bringing

Asrepresentatives of people affected by
liver cancer, we see every day the
devastating toll this disease takes on
patients and their families. Too often, liver
cancer is linked to Hepatitis B, a virus that is
preventable through vaccination, making
many cases of liver cancer entirely
avoidable. No one should face a life-
threatening diagnosis when effective
prevention exists. This World Immunisation
Week, we call for stronger commitment
to Hepatitis B vaccination as a
cornerstone of cancer prevention in Europe.
Expanding access to vaccines means saving
lives and reducing suffering - and we will
not stop advocating until prevention is
made a true priority.

Korenjak
ELPA President

) b
§ Furopean Liver Patleats’ Assoclation @ =Furapet ver 19 May 3 o
#Worldimmunisatio ' Lurope is entering 2 new era in healthcare — and # verneaith must be at

the heart of It

b

#htepatitis B, C and D are not pust & nfectious diseases. ! _—\ ' \(}'
They are among the leading causes of s iwarcancer in Lurope \ "

Prof. De. Manuel Remore Gomex Prof. Shira Zelber Sagl

But today, for the first time In hussory, we have the tocis to change

HERA and S others

ELPA supports
its members,
stakeholders,
supporters
and friends'
campaigns




European Liver
Patients’ Association

' European Liver
P U B LI c Patients' Association

Awareness today. Healthier lives tomorrow.

- @ Your Liver. Your Health. Your Future.

Fatty Liver Awareness Day (month) 2026

European Liver Patients' Association € @Furopeliver - 11 Jun (A oo
ttFattyLiverDay #FattyLiverMonth #MASHDay #SLDAwarenessDay

Today, on this important day dedicated to raising awareness of Steatotic
Liver Disease (SLD), ELPA's Leader of the SLD Working Group, Yiannoula
Koulla, has the honour of addressing this crucial global health challenge
Show more
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ELPA's aim Is to promote the interests of people with liver disease
and In particular: to highlight the size of the problem; to promote
awareness and prevention; to address the low profile of liver
disease as compared to other areas of medicine such as heart
disease; to share experience of successful initiatives; to work with
professional bodies such as EASL and with the EU to ensure that
treatment and care are harmonized across Europe to the highest
standards.

www.elpa.eu
office@elpa.eu
+32 (0) 4 78155224

‘ European Liver
Patients’ Association



https://www.facebook.com/LiveREurope/
https://www.linkedin.com/company-beta/9575447/
https://twitter.com/HepatitisEurope

